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Notice of Allowability 


Application No. 
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Applicant(s) 

JAMESON, KEVIN WADE 


Examiner 
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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to 01/16/2004 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 21-40 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) DAN b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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1 . M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. Q Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. O Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. £3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-06) 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20080620 



Application/Control Number: 09/885,078 
Art Unit: 2129 



Page 2 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 

P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 - www.uspto.gov 

Examiner's Detailed Office Action 

1. Claims 1-20 have been cancelled. 

2. Claims 21-40 are allowed. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

3. The following is an Examiner's statement for reasons for allowance: 

4. Claims 21-40 are considered allowable since when reading the claims in light of the 
specification, none of the references of record alone or in combination disclose or suggest 
the combination of limitations specified in the independent claim(s). 

5. The limitations recited in independent claim 21 "A collection information manager 
process for associating a collection instance with corresponding collection type definition 
information, to be performed on or with the aid of a programmable device, comprising the 
following steps: (a) obtaining collection specifier information for a collection instance, (b) 
deriving a collection type indicator from said collection specifier information, (c) using said 
collection type indicator to obtain corresponding collection type definition information for 
said collection instance, wherein collections are data structures comprised of a collection 
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specifier and collection content containing zero or more collection content files, and wherein 
collection specifiers contain information about collection instances, and wherein collection 
type definitions are user-defined sets of attributes that are useful to application programs for 
understanding and processing collections, thereby associating said collection instance with 
corresponding collection type definition information, and thereby providing a solution to the 
collection information management problem, and thereby enabling software programs to 
process collection instances more knowledgeably, in the presence of detailed, corresponding 
collection type definition information." 

6. The limitations recited in independent claim 27 "A programmable collection infor- 
mation manager device for associating a collection instance with corresponding collection 
type definition information, whose actions are directed by software executing a process com- 
prising the following steps: (a) obtaining collection specifier information for a collection 
instance, (b) deriving a collection type indicator from said collection specifier information, 
(c) using said collection type indicator to obtain corresponding collection type definition 
information for said collection instance, wherein collections are data structures comprised 
of a collection specifier and collection content containing zero or more collection content 
files, and wherein collection specifiers contain information about collection instances, and 
wherein collection type definitions are user-defined sets of attributes that are useful to appli- 
cation programs for understanding and processing collections, thereby associating said col- 
lection instance with corresponding collection type definition information, and thereby pro- 
viding a solution to the collection information management problem, and thereby enabling 
software programs to process collection instances more knowledgeably, in the presence of 



Application/Control Number: 09/885,078 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2129 

detailed, corresponding collection type definition information." 

7. The limitations recited in independent claim 33 "A computer readable memory, en- 
coded with data representing a computer program, that can be used to direct a computer when 
used by the computer, comprising: (a) means for obtaining collection specifier information 
for a collection instance, (b) means for deriving a collection type indicator from said collection 
specifier information, and (c) means for using said collection type indicator to obtain corres- 
ponding collection type definition information for said collection instance, wherein collections 
are data structures comprised of a collection specifier and collection content containing zero 
or more collection content files, and wherein collection specifiers contain information about 
collection instances, and wherein collection type definitions are user-defined sets of attributes 
that are useful to application programs for understanding and processing collections, thereby 
providing means for associating said collection instance with corresponding collection type 
definition information, and thereby providing a solution to the collection information manage- 
ment problem, and thereby enabling software programs to process collection instances more 
knowledgeably, in the presence of detailed, corresponding collection type definition informa- 
tion." 

8. The limitations recited in independent claim 39 "A computer readable memory con- 
taining data with a structure capable of causing a programmable device to operate in a par- 
ticular manner, the structure comprising: (a) a compilation of collection type definition infor- 
mation for one or more collection types, organized according to collection type, and containing 
collection processing information, (b) means for using a collection type indicator from a request 
for collection type information initiated by a request originator to obtain corresponding collec- 
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tion type definition information from said compilation, and (c) means for returning said obtained 
collection type definition information to said request originator, wherein collections are data 
structures comprised of a collection specifier and collection content containing zero or more 
collection content files, and wherein collection specifiers contain information about collection 
instances, and wherein collection type definitions are user-defined sets of attributes that are 
useful to application programs for understanding and processing collections, thereby providing 
automated collection processing programs with a practical means for reusing an existing compi- 
lation of collection type definition knowledge." 

9. The limitations recited in independent claim 40 "A programmable collection information 
manager device for making collection type definition information directly available over a net- 
work connection, whose actions are directed by software executing a process comprising the 
following steps: (a) in response to an incoming network request for collection type definition 
information, wherein said network request contains a collection type indicator, obtaining corres- 
ponding collection type definition information using a collection type definition API means con- 
nected to at least one collection type definition server means, (b) writing said obtained collection 
type definition information into a collection type definition data structure, and (c) sending said 
obtained corresponding collection type definition information stored in said collection type defi- 
nition data structure over the network in response to said incoming query, wherein collections 
are data structures comprised of a collection specifier and collection content containing zero or 
more collection content files, and wherein collection specifiers contain information about col- 
lection instances, and wherein collection type definitions are user-defined sets of attributes that 
are useful to application programs for understanding and processing collections, thereby imple- 
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meriting a scalable network service for providing shared collection type definition information to 
automated collection processing programs, and thereby providing an automated, scalable means 
for storing and reusing human collection processing knowledge, toward the goal of reducing the 
knowledge burden required of knowledge workers who currently perform repetitive manual pro- 
cesses on collections of files." 

10. When taken in context the claim(s) as a whole, were not uncovered in the prior art. 
Moreover, the dependent claims are allowed as they depend upon an allowable independent 
claim(s). 

1 1 . Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later that the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments regarding Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Correspondence Information 

12. Any inquires concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael B. Holmes, who may be reached Monday through 
Thursday, between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. EST. or via telephone at (571) 272-3686 or facsimile 
transmission (571) 273-3686 or email mic-hael.holmesb@uspto.gov . 

If you need to send an Official facsimile transmission, please send it to (571) 273-8300. 
If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful the Examiner's Supervisor, David 
Vincent, may be reached at (571) 272-3080. 

Hand-delivered responses should be delivered to the Receptionist @ (Customer Service 
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Window Randolph Building 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22313), located on the first floor 
of the south side of the Randolph Building. 

Finally, information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Moreover, status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have any 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
toll-free @ 1-866-217-9197. 

Michael B. Holmes 

Primary Examiner 
Artificial Intelligence 
Art Unit 2129 
United States Department of Commerce 
Patent & Trademark Office 

Friday, June 20, 2008 
MBH 

/Michael B. Holmes/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2129 



